Diagnostic Forum

WHAT ISYOUR DIAGNOSIS

Pranee Tuntivanich

Figure 1l Latera view of an abdomen of acat. Figure 2 Ventro-dorsal view of an abdomen of
the same cat.
History :
A two year old female mixed breed cat with Radiographs of the abdomen both in the

symptomsof depression and pantingwhen2months  lateral and ventro-dorsal positions.
pregnant. No evidence of a vaginal discharge.

The animal had agood appetide. Palpation reveaed

amassin the abdominal cavity. Give your diagnosis and turn to page 92.
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Radiographic Diagnosis
Diaphragmatic hernia

Radiographic Findings and Comments

The lateral view of the abdomen revealed
a stomach filled with ingesta and displaced
posteriorly with thedistal colonfilled with gas. Some
part of theintestine, filled with ingesta, can be seen
in the thoracic cavity.

The ventro-dorsal view of the abdomen
revealed an ingestafilled stomach on the | eft side of
the abdomen displacing all the other abdominal
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organs to the right side. Some part of the intestine,
filled with feces, is protruding throgh the rupture on
the left of the diaphragm into the thoracic cavity.
Ruptures of the diaphragm do occur.

Most diaphragmatic herniasin dogs and cats
are acquired and are traumatic in origin. Herniation
of the bowel through a ruptured diaphragm can be
detected radiographically. A diaphragmatic hernia
results in increased bowel content and fluid within
the thoracic cavity, producing compression of the
lungs and dyspnea. A congenital diaphragmatic
hernia can result from incomplete formation of
the diaphragm.



