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Abstract

This correlational research aimed to study competency to care for older adults in community,
and to determine the relationship between nursing practicum methods and competency to care
for older adults in community among nursing students at Boromarajonani College of Nursing
Udon Thani, Udon Thani Province. Samples were 115 baccalaureate nursing students who were
randomly selected. Data were collected during May 2022 by using the Demographic Questionnaire,
the Nursing Practicum Methods Record Form, and the Competency to Care for Older Adults in
Community among Nursing Students Questionnaire. The data were analyzed by using descriptive
statistics and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficients of significance statistic at the .05 level.
Results showed that nursing students rated their overall score of competency to care for older
adults in community as a high level (X = 3.88, SD = .40). They reported high levels of competence
in all categories with the category of team working competency as highest score (X = 4.39, SD = .47)
and the category of caring for older adults with chronic diseases competency as lowest score
(X =3.64, SD = .47). Moreover, the relationship between community practice and competency to
care for older adults in community was slightly positive (r, =.19, p<.05). However, the relationship
between case study (r, = .10, p>.05), case conference (r, = .12, p>.05), reflection (r, = .002, p>.05)

and project-based learning (r, = .02, p>.05) with competency to care for older adults in community
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were not related. Henceforth, the study recommends preparing nursing students for caring

for older adults with chronic diseases before their clinical nursing practicum and suggests

using digital platforms like virtual simulations and animations to improve their competency in

community care for older adults.

Keywords: nursing practicum, competency, older adults, community
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