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Predictors of Parental Behavior in Promoting Toddler Language

Development in a Private hospital

Nattanicha Luang-on, M.N.S."
Yunee Pongjaturawit, Ph.D.”
Nujjaree Chaimongkol, Ph.D.””

Abstract

Introduction: The development of toddler language is very important. Parents play an important role in
promoting language development in their children.

Methods: This predictive correlational research aimed to examine predictive factors of parental behavior
in promoting toddler language development. Simple random sampling was conducted to recruit 91
parents of toddlers. The research instruments were four questionnaires that collected data on a parenting
self-efficacy, family support, access to information about the development of toddler language, and,
parental behavior in promoting toddler language development, respectively. Cronbach’s alpha
coefficients of all questionnaires were .96, .90, .91, .77, respectively. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistic and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

Results: The results revealed that parenting self-efficacy and family support could together explain a
variance of parental behavior in promoting toddler language development for 28.4% (R° = .284, p < .001).
The parenting self-efficacy was the best predictor (ﬁ =.339, p < .01), followed by family support (,3 =
.305, p < .01).

Conclusions: Health care providers should provide parents with useful guidance on toddler language
development with an emphasis on parenting self-efficacy and family support in order to enhance toddler

language development effectively.
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