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Perceptions of the Risks in Working with a Photocopier

and Prevention Behaviors among Photocopy Workers
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Abstract

Photocopiers can cause illnesses and injuries particularly in the respiratory system, to
the workers who have to cope with it. Therefore, photocopy workers’ risk perceptions and
prevention behaviors are vitals. This descriptive correlational research study aimed to describe
the risk perceptions and the prevention behaviors about risks in working with photocopiers,
and then to examine the relationship between risk perceptions and prevention behaviors
among photocopy workers. The sample was 96 photocopy workers who were working at the
copy store in Khao-Roop-Chang in Songkhla municipality. Simple random sampling technique
was conducted. The questionnaire consisted of 3 sections: 1) personal and occupational
information, 2) risk perceptions, and 3) prevention behaviors from the hazards. The content
of questionnaire was validated by 3 experts. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients for section 2 and
section 3 were .93 and .75, respectively. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and Pearson correlation coefficient.

The results of the study were as follows.

1. The samples had overall risk perceptions involving photocopier at a high level
(M=3.04, SD=0.44). When considering each dimension of perceptions, awareness of hazard
prevention method was at a high level (M=3.45, SD=0.43). The perception on causes of hazard
and about hazard to health were at a moderate level (M=2.96, SD=0.52 and M=2.76, SD=0.62
respectively).

2. Regarding prevention behaviors, the overall was at a high level (M=3.06, SD=0.45).
Each dimension of behaviors, the way to practice was at a high level (M=3.17, SD=0.44). While
using personal protective equipment was at a moderate level (M=2.34, SD=0.97).

3. In addition, it was found that overall copier risk perception was significantly positively
correlated with overall prevention behaviors at a low level (r= 0.311, p<0.01).

The findings indicated that the health team must encourage knowledge and safety
perception at work for photocopy workers to raise awareness and being good behaviors for

preventing hazard, particularly using personal protective equipment like face mask.

Keywords: Risk Perception, Prevention Behaviors, Photocopy Worker
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