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Abstract

This mixed method research was designed to investigate the model in preventing and
solving drug abuse problem that is currently used in the public sector as well as its level of
surveillance. The research was conducted in Tha Pae district, Satun province, and Rataphum
district, Songkhla province. The study was divided into two steps. The first step was to study
the level of drug abuse surveillance and the level of drug abuse problem solving. Sample was
100 people living in Khuan Roo and Sakon sub-districts. Table for determining sample size from
a given population and purposive sampling were used. The research tool was a questionnaire
about drug abuse prevention and solving of drug abuse problems including four parts:
1) demographic data (sex, age, education and income), 2) situation and prevalence of drug
abuse, level of drug abuse problem in community, types and places of drug abuse use,
3) surveillance for drug abuse prevention and solution, and 4) general suggestions. Data collection
was conducted in two sub-districts, Khon Roo and Sakorn. Data were collected by using
questionnaires distributed to the sample of 50 people in each sub-district. Data were analyzed
using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The second step was to study the
model of drug abuse prevention and solution run by the public sector. Informants were 20
key-persons from each sub-districts purposively selected based on their qualifications including
local leaders, community chairman, teachers/retired teachers, community surveillance
committee, and young people with knowledge and experience related to drug abuse prevention
in community. The research instrument was a structured interview with opened-ended questions.
The questionnaire includes 11 items. The try out of model was done among three persons who
worked in drug abuse prevention. Data were collected using focus group discussion. Each group
ran twice focus group discussion to summarize the final model. Content Analysis was used for
data analysis.

The results revealed as follows:

1. The overall level of drug abuse prevention and solution was at a moderate level
(M=3.31, SD=1.37). The highest mean score was patrol around the village/set checkpoints at
village every night (M=3.71, SD=4.09), followed by establish a life and property security center/
Civil Defense Volunteer (M=3.68, SD=0.99). The lowest mean score was running activities to
educate youth, such as Buddhist camps/training (M=2.90, SD=1.12).

2. The surveillance model for drug abuse prevention and solution run by the public
sector included 4 activities: 1) patrol/setting checkpoints, 2) discussion, and access to the group
of addicts by the sub-district headman and village headman, 3) knowledge provision about
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drug abuse prevention and solution, as well as law related to drug abuse to the public sector

leaders, and 4) providing alternative activities for youth groups.

Keywords: Surveillance, Model Development, Drug Abuse, Public Sector
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