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The Importance of Cross-cultural Knowledge and Abilities

in Nursing Care for Mothers and Newborns
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Abstract

Combined together, social, techno-economical, geopolitical and climatic impacts result
in many important human migrations. Intranational and transnational migrations in Thailand
greatly influence its demography, increasing cultural variety all over the Kingdom. Thailand’s
cultural diversity is the result of the increasing intermixs of various ethnical groups, languages
and religions. Health care system and health care providers need to adapt in order to address
the needs of a new emergent multicultural society. To provide proper cross-cultural care,
nurses who are responsible for citizen’s care, especially mothers and newborns, have to be
sensitive to cultural differences. Nurses need to learn and understand thoughts, culture and
behaviors of citizens from different religcions and cultures. The nurses should seek out
opportunities to experience cultural encounters with patients to enhcance cultural
comprehension and cultural awareness.

Keywords: Roles of Nurses, Maternal and Newborn Care, Cross-Cultural Nursing Care
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