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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to assess both knowledge and disease
prevention regarding the dengue hemorrhagic fever among families in the Phunphin
district of Suratthani with one of their member who ever had the dengue hemorrhasgic
fever. Sample was175 people who ever had the dengue hemorrhagic fever or who had
ever been a caregiver in an affected family with that disease. Convenience sampling was
used. The research questionnaire was developed by the researcher. Content validity and
reliability of the questionnaire was confirmed (I0C=.86 and KR-20 =.82, respectively) .
Data were analyzed using frequency and percentage.

The results showed that most of the patients (n=164, 93.71%) had an overall
mean score of knowledge regarding the dengue hemorrhagic fever and the disease
prevention at a high level. When considering each item, the samples knew that cause of
the spread of dengue fever was a low control of mosquitoes’ habitat (n=196, 96.6%).
They had knowledge about controlling mosquitoes by freeing fish into a water tank (n=171,
97.1%), and changing water in a vase or water tank every 7 days (n=168, 96%). The
samples had knowledge at a low level in term of using abate sand in drinking water
(n= 145, 82.9%); using salt or vinegar or detergent instead of abate sand (n= 72, 41.1%);the
mosquito’s eggs can live in a dry container for many years (n=58, 33.1%) so containers
must be washed to destroy the mosquito’s eggs (n= 37, 21.1%).

The findings of this study suggest that health care providers should realize the
importance of assessing the knowledge of patients or caregivers in order to provide
appropriate and useful information regarding the disease prevention, particularly using
abate sand, washing water containers, and using salt or vinegar or detergent instead of
abate sand. Destroying the mosquito’s eggs is the best control of the spread of dengue

hemorrhagic fever.

Keyword: Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever, Knowledge, Disease Prevention, Family Member

Affected by Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever
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