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Development of a Pattern for Practicum Preparedness among First Year
Students in Public Health Program to Performing Internship in Primary

Health Care, Sirindhorn College of Public Health, Yala Province
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Abstract

This research and development (R & D) study aimed to: 1) develop a pattern of
practicum regarding primary health care services in order to prepare and support the first
year bachelor’s degree students of the Sirindhorn College of Public Health, Yala; and
2) compare the student behavior while performing internship in a primary health care
service. This study was divided in 2 phases. The phase 1 consisted in, firstly, to develop
a practicum model and to conduct a trial among 45 first year students in the bachelor’s
public health program of the Sirindhorn College of Public Health, Supanburi; secondly,
data from the trial was used to improve the practicum model and to carry it out among
39 students. The phase 2 consisted in an evaluation of the practicum model by
interviewing the 84 samples. The research tools used in this study were performance
evaluation forms (for mentors). Data were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and t-test.

The results showed as following.

1. The developed practicum model regarding primary health care services given
by the first year students included the main components, namely: a) principle and
fundamental of first aid in comprehensive situations under the laws and holistic
approaches, b) health promotion, c) disease prevention and control, d) health protection,
e) processes followed by the roles of public health academics, and f) level of
preparedness of the future health care professionals.

2. Comparison of the student behaviors in all aspects such as responsibility,
honesty, dedication, self-development and personality between the two colleges (Yala

and Supanburi) was found that mean scores of those performances evaluated by mentors
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among the first year students from the college in Yala (M=81.57, SD= .23) was higher than
the mean scores of the first year students from Supanburi (M= 80.56, SD= .23) with
statistically significant level (p=<0.01). However, the practicum performances regarding
health care services among the first year students from both colleges were at a good

level.

Keywords: Practicum Preparedness, Primary Health Care Services, Public Health Internship
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