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Abstract

The objective of this article is to explain the concept of moral courage. Morals in all
humans are like a compass for encouraging right action for the right reasons in each situation.
Especially, in situations facing moral problems that lead to damage oneself, others, institutes,
organizations and country. The action or behavior required to solve the moral problem in risk
situations, is dependent on a person having the skill to analyze the moral problem and find a
solution supported by moral reason including confidence in their action although they perceive
that future risk may occur. Frequently, after solving moral problems people face negative
outcomes from their actions.

Because of the above reasons, many people choose to ignore moral problems and let
the situation go. Although they recognize the moral problem, they fear the negative outcome
from solving it. In addition, morals are integral to the “Professional code of conduct” of the
nursing professional. The nursing profession is related to the health of human from birth until
death. Society expects nurses to not only have knowledge but also moral behavior. Nurses
should take care of patients with their heart, respecting human rights using their ability and skill
to solve moral problems.

Moral courage is important to professional nursing for facing and solving moral problems
in the workplace, including reduction of risk in their workplace. Therefore, moral courage must
begin with nursing studies and practicum, for facing and solving moral problems in workplace

before they graduate.
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