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Abstract

The objectives of this descriptive research were to study 1) the critical thinking of nursing
students of Police Nursing College and 2) the relationships between critical thinking and age,
numbers of educational year, grade point average and the instructional management suitability. The

population was 276 nursing students of Police Nursing College in the 1* - gt

year of Nursing Bachelor
Degree attending summer course of academic year 2011. The instruments were questionnaires and
test. Data were collected in March to April, 2012 and analyzed by using percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and Pearson’s product moment correlation.

The research result showed that nursing students’ critical thinking scores were at a medium
level (Y =38.08, S.D. = 2.31). When considering in 5 dimensions, i.e. Inference, adoption of primary
agreement, deduction, interpretation and argument evaluation, it was found that the inferential
critical thinking was at the highest (Y: 7.98, S.D. = 1.38). Research was also found that age and
numbers of educational year were significantly related to argument evaluation critical thinking
(p < .01). Grade point average and the instructional management suitability were not significantly

related to argument evaluation critical thinking (p > .01).

Keywords : critical thinking, nursing students
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