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Abstract

Chemotherapy is one of the most important modalities in cancer treatment,
working by inhibition of protein synthesis and cell cycles of the cancer cells. There
are many routes of administration of different chemotherapeutic agents, in which
intravenous is the most common. There has to be an accurate calculation of the
dosage according to the body surface area. The side effects of chemotherapy are
varied, depending on the type, dosage, administration methods, and the status of
the patients at that time, mostly effect normal fast growing cells in the body. These
side effects, however, can be lessened or avoid. Nurses have a very important role
in taking care of these patients, namely, the safety of patients before receiving
chemotherapy, drug administration, dealing with emergency situations that arises,
and also giving instructions to the patients and their families about proper self care

during the course of chemotherapy treatment.
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