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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationships between sex,
age, income, length of illness, functional status, cognitive function, social support,
and depression in patients with brain tumor. The subjects were 105 out-patients
with brain tumor attended at neurosurgery clinics of King Chulalongkorn Memorial
Hospital, and Police General Hospital. Samples were selected by a purposive
sampling. Instruments used were the demographic data and illness data form, the
Karnofsky Performance Status Scale, the MMSE-Thai (2002), the social support
questionnaire, and the Center for Epidemiologic Studies-Depression Scale questionnaire.
The instruments were reviewed by a panel of experts for their content validity.
Internal consistency reliability determined by Cronbach’s alpha were .72, .90, and .84,
respectively. Data were analyzed by using Point Biserial Correlation, and Chi-Square

test at significant level of .05. Major findings were as follows:

1. Mean of depression scores in patients with brain tumor indicated depression

with mean scores equal to 16.10 (SD = 8.91).

2. There were negatively statistical correlation between income, social support
and depression in patients with brain tumor at the level of .05 (rpb = -27 and -.38,

respectively).

3. There were no statistical correlation between sex, age, length of iliness,

functional status, cognitive function, and depression in patients with brain tumor.
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