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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to 1) the investigate essential competency
of village health volunteers in carrying on mental health work in the communities in
Chachoengsao province. 2) develop the curriculum used in the training of public
health volunteers on proceeding mental health work in communities.3) evaluate the
curriculum implementation. This study used mixed methodology of both quantitative
research and qualitative research. The tools used for data collection of the quantitative
research were 431 capability test forms which were sent to village health volunteers.
The sample was obtained by multi-stage random sampling. The tools used for data
collection of qualitative research were group discussion with 23 keys informants.
The statistics used for data analysis were t-test, means, standard deviation and
percentage.

The research results were as follow:

1) Competencies of village health volunteers which should be develop were:
Core competency on knowledge (X = 5.83, SD. = 1.67) and realization about roles
related to taking care of people who had mental health problems. ()? = 3.94, SD. =
0.37) Technical competency in counseling,teaching in the field of mental health study,
and the application of mental health test form. (X = 351, S.D. = 0.37) Professional
competency which consisted of teamwork leadership and, colleague motivating.

(X = 377, SD. = 0.36)

2) The curriculum used for the training of village health volunteers in

Chachoengsao province was appropriate at maximum level. (X = 452, S.D. = 0.19)

3) The results of experimenting the curriculum revealed that the overall
competence including core competency, technical competency and professional
competency of every village health volunteers has significantly increased at the 0.05
level.
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