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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to study the correlations of occupational
health and safety literacy with safe work behaviors and work-related injuries among
waste collectors. The participants were 312 waste collectors under local administrative
organization in Mueang Nakhon Ratchasima District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The
research instruments included a demographic and occupational questionnaire, an occupational
health and safety literacy questionnaire with reliabilities in the range of .70-.85, a safe
work behaviors questionnaire with a reliability of .80, and a work-related injuries questionnaire
with a reliability of 1. Data were collected from October to December 2022. Statistics
used for data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
Spearman’s rank correlation.

The research results revealed that most waste collectors had overall occupational
health and safety literacy at a high level (83.97%) and had overall safe work behaviors
at a good level (75.96%). In the past three months, the rate of work-related injuries was

37.50%. Occupational health and safety literacy was positively statistically significantly

correlated with safe work behaviors among waste collectors (r, = .395, p <.001). Additionally,
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among waste collectors.
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occupational health and safety literacy was negatively statistically significantly correlated
with work-related injuries among waste collectors (r, = -.116, p < .05).

This research suggests that occupational health nurses and related personnel
should utilize the findings to promote occupational health and safety literacy for waste

collectors. This will help enhance safe work behaviors and reduce work-related injuries

Keywords: Occupational health and safety literacy, Safe work behaviors, Work-related injuries,

Waste collectors, Local administrative organization
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