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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to explore father involvement in caring
for preterm infants and to study the relationship among the personal data of fathers,
father sense of competence, father social support, and father involvement in caring for
preterm infants. The participants were 85 fathers of preterm infants admitted to the
neonatal care unit at Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital; the Health Promotion Center
Region 1, Chiang Mai; Chiang Rai Prachanukroh Hospital; and Nakhon Phanom Hospital.
The research instruments consisted of the personal data of fathers and preterm infants
record form, the father sense of competence questionnaire with a reliability of .72,
the father social support of preterm infants questionnaire with a reliability of .90, and
the father involvement of preterm infants care questionnaire with a reliability of .94.
Data were collected from July to October 2022. Statistics used for data analysis included
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, Eta correlation, and Pearson’s product-
moment correlation.

The research results revealed that 58.80% of fathers perform overall father involvement
in caring for preterm infants at a moderate level. Education level, income, and father
social support were positively statistically significantly related to father involvement in caring
for preterm infants (1 =.726, p <.01; 1 =.757, p <.05; and r = .407, p <.001, respectively).

This research suggests that nurses in neonatal care unit should appropriately

encourage father involvement in caring for preterm infants and father social support.
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