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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to investigate the relationship among
experience of palliative care, palliative care training, attitude toward palliative care,
self-efficacy in palliative care, and palliative care practices in neonatal intensive care unit
(NICU) of nurses. The samples were 97 registered nurses working in NICUs at five tertiary
hospitals in Northern Thailand. The research instruments consisted of a demographic
questionnaire, an attitude toward palliative care in NICU assessment form with a reliability
of .81, a self-efficacy in palliative care in NICU assessment form with a reliability of .93,
and a palliative care practices in NICU questionnaire with a reliability of .92. Data were
collected from January to April 2022. Statistics used for data analysis included frequency,

percentage, mean, standard deviation, Eta correlation, Spearman rank correlation, and

Pearson’s product moment correlation.
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Training, Attitude, Self-efficacy

The research results revealed that 88.70% of nurses had palliative care practices in
NICU at a high level. Experience of palliative care was positively statistically significantly
related to palliative care practices of nurses (1] =.200, p <.05). Attitude toward palliative
care was positively statistically significantly related to palliative care practices of nurses
(r,=.450, p <.001). In addition, self-efficacy in palliative care was positively statistically
significantly related to palliative care practices of nurses (r = .550, p < .001).

This research suggests that nurse executives should promote palliative care practices
to nurses as well as provide palliative care training. This will help nurses enhance their
competency in palliative care practices in NICU.

Keywords: Palliative care practices, Nurses, Neonatal intensive care unit, Experience,
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