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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to explore the relationships among fear
of fall, perceived severity of illness, and family support with functional abilities confidence
among stroke patients. The samples were 80 stroke patients who lived in areas under
the responsibilities of subdistrict health promoting hospital, Mueang Chanthaburi District,
Chanthaburi Province. The research instruments were composed of a demographic data
questionnaire, a fear of fall assessment form with a reliability of .98, a perceived severity
of illness assessment form, a family support assessment form with a reliability of .94, and
a functional abilities confidence assessment form with a reliability of .95. Data were collected
from January to February 2023. Statistics used for data analysis included frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Spearman rank correlation.

The research results revealed that stroke patients had mean score of functional
abilities confidence at a moderate level (M = 53.23, SD = 14.43). Fear of fall and perceived
severity of illness were negatively statistically significantly related to functional abilities
confidence among stroke patients (r, = -.841, p <.001 and r, =-.544, p <.001, respectively).

This research suggests that health care providers should provide activities to reduce
fear of fall and perceived severity of illness among stroke patients in order to enhance
their functional abilities confidence.

Keywords: Fear of fall, Perceived severity of illness, Family support,

Functional abilities confidence, Stroke patient
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