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Abstract

This predictive correlational research aimed to investigate behavior in promoting
early childhood development and factors predicting behavior in promoting early childhood
development among Karen guardians. The samples were 210 Karen guardians who lived
in Mae Sot District, Tak Province. The research instruments consisted of a demographic
questionnaire, a knowledge on promoting early childhood development test with a reliability
of .88, a perceived benefit of promoting early childhood development questionnaire with
a reliability of .83, a self-efficacy on promoting early childhood development assessment
form with a reliability of .89, a social support questionnaire with a reliability of .87, and
a behavior in promoting early childhood development questionnaire with a reliability of .89.
Data were collected from January to April 2021. Statistics used for data analysis included
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.

The research results revealed that most Karen guardians perform a behavior in
promoting early childhood development at a high level (61.90%). Receiving knowledge media
on promoting early childhood development, social support in information, and social support
in evaluation could statistically significantly predict the behavior in promoting early childhood

development among Karen guardians at 18.30% (R*=.183, p <.001). The most predictive

factor was social support in information (Beta = -.208, p < .05).
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This research suggests that healthcare workers should provide the proper knowledge
media on promoting early childhood development for Karen guardians as well as give clear

information and feedback. This will help guardians enhance the behavior in promoting

Keywords: Behavior in promoting child development, Early childhood, Karen
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