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Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to examine competencies of perioperative
patient care and its relationship with working experience, continuing nursing education, and
self-development among professional nurses. The participants were 101 professional nurses
who provided care for surgical patients at wards in the regional hospital, Rayong Province.
The research instruments were composed of a questionnaire of demographic data, a questionnaire
regarding self-development with the reliability of .92, and a questionnaire regarding competencies
of perioperative patient care with the reliability of .91. Data were collected during 1-15 March,
2017. Statistics used for data analysis included frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The research results revealed that the overall mean score of competencies of perioperative
patient care of professional nurses was at a high level (M = 4.13, SD =.19). Working experience
and self-development were positively statistically significant related to competencies of perioperative
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patient care (r =.260, p < .01 and r = .610, p < .001, respectively).

This research suggests that nursing administrators should promote academic revival
regarding perioperative patient care for professional nurses who provided care for surgical
patients in order to enhance competencies of perioperative patient care.

Keywords: Competencies of perioperative patient care, Working experience,

Continuing nursing education, Self-development
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