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Abstract The Characteristics and Occupations of Drug Users
Saengduenchai S, Chaipichitpan N, Nilaban S, Singhtho T.

Princess Mother National Institute on Drug Abuse Treatment

The objectives of this survey research were to study the characteristics, occupational
training needs, and relationships between the sociodemographic data in terms of the
characteristics and occupations of drug abusers at Thanyarak Institute and 6 Regional Drug
Treatment Centers. Seven hundred and twenty samples were selected. Six hundred and
ninety-six samples were quantitative questionnaires and 24 samples were in-depth inter-
views. The research instruments were questionnaires and in-depth interviews concerning
the occupations of drug abusers. Psychometric testing of the instruments was approved
by experts, and the data were collected between March-April 2012 for a period of 45 days.
The qualitative data were analyzed using content analysis and the quantitative data were

analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and chi-square.

The findings of this study showed that the mean age was 30 years. Most of them
were male, and their educational background was secondary school (48.3%) and primary
school (26.7%). The types of drugs used were amphetamines (55%), alcohol, (23%) and
Ice (13%), and twice as many women used Ice than the men. It was found that most of
the drug users were unemployed (22.2%), and worked in commercial and service settings
(16.6%), agriculture (14.7%) and labor (13.6%). The other occupations were general labor,
technician, farmer, gardener, merchant, and motorcycle taxi driver. The occupational
training needs were industrial technician (28%), agriculture (21%), cooking (16%), art
(14%), and commerce and service (13%). According to the relationship between the
characteristics and occupations of the drug abusers, it was found that gender, age, level of
education, and drug use were associated with the occupations at a significance level of .05.

The results of this study indicate that policy and defensive measures regarding monitoring

systems on the use of drugs by at-risk groups such as the unemployed, workers, night workers,
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and shift workers are very helpful. Policy implementation with those groups should be
integrated with the relevant agencies, such as those concerned with occupational training,

the development of skilled labor, and the provision of resources to support occupations.

Key words : Characteristics, Occupations, Drug users
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YUAFTLENRR % 2=046.17
g9 12(1.7) 2029  10(L.9) 27 (3.9) 52(7.5)  36(5.2) df=15
g1 17 (2.4) 70(10.1) 49 (7.1) 55 (7.9) 96 (13.8) 96 (13.8) P=.000
lod | 0 6(9)  7(10)  18(26)  18(26)  40(58)
MRANAAdU]  1(1)  6(9) a.(.6) 15(22) 1522  23(3.3)
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