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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this documentary research was to conduct an integrative literature
review of the articles published in the Thai journal of Public Health Nursing during the period from
2000-2009 in the area of health promotion and prevention within the chronic iliness population.
The studies of chronic illness, population, sample size, research design, theoretical framework,
and the instruments applied were examined. Descriptive statistical analysis was performed using
frequency and percentage profiles.

Results showed that they were 14 (15.5 %) from a total of 90 articles relevant to this
review. Within the 14 studies, there were 9 studies of a descriptive nature (64.3%) with the
sample size between 120-1,250 persons. Another 5 studies (35.7%) were quasi-experimental
design with the sample size between 50-60 persons, divided into an experimental group and a
comparison group. The studies of chronic illness dealt variously with the subjects of diabetes,
chronic care givers, breast cancer, hypertension, arthritis, AIDS, thalassemia, and osteoporosis.
The theoretical framework within the various studies employed the differing aspects of health
promotion (Pender, 2002), empowerment (Gibson, 1995), theory of goal attainment, self care
(Orem, 1991), self efficacy (Bandura, 1997), health hardiness (Polock,), self-help group concept,
community capacity building, social-ecological model (Bronfenbrenner, 1981) and multi-sector
concepts. The questionnaire, health assessment, and self-report form were used as instruments
for data collection.

The tentative conclusions from findings indicated that research fund organizations
should support health promotion and prevention in the high risk population of chronic iliness,
focusing particularly on family and community participation. The health field journals should
enhance the publication capacity available for research articles from scholars in these areas and

for the benefit of other interested parties.

Key word : Health promotion research / Chronic illness / Research review
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