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Prevalence and factors related to repeat pregnancy among

adolescent mothers

Chiraporn Anucha Parichat Arayajaru**

XXXH

Kwanjai Pataipakaipet*** Supawadee Ngoenying

Abstract

Repeated pregnancy in adolescent mothers is a public health concern that affects
adolescent mothers, newborns, and their families with physical and psychological outcomes,
as well as childrearing difficulties. This descriptive research aimed to study the prevalence
and factors related to repeated pregnancy among adolescent mothers. The study samples
were 202 pregnant adolescents aged under 20 years old selected by purposive sampling
according to inclusion/exclusion criteria from the antenatal care clinic, Ratchaburi hospital.
Data were collected using a self-administered questionnaire and analyzed by using descriptive
and inferential statistics including frequency, percentage, standard deviation, and Chi-square.

The study results showed that 28.71 percent of adolescents mothers were repeated
pregnancy. Age, age at primigravida, education, husband’s age, pregnancy intention, and
contraception after first pregnancy were positively associated with repeated pregnancy among
adolescent mothers at a significant level p < .05, (Xz = 0.238, 0.532, 0.405, 0.322, 0.650 and
0.547, respectively). However, abortion and the number of living child were not significantly
associated. Findings suggested that the factors can be used to develop interventions or
activities to further reduce the adolescent pregnancy prevalence and problems of both
adolescent mothers and their children.
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Table 1 Number and percentage of study samples classified by general information

variables. (n=202)

Pregnancy adolescents

Variables First pregnancy Repeated pregnancy
(n = 144) (n = 58)
Current Age (years)
15-16 66 (45.8) 21 (36.2)
17-19 78 (54.2) 37 (63.8)
Min-Max 14-18 Min-Max 16-19
Mean = 17.56 Mean = 18.16
Age at primigravida (years)
15-16 97 (67.4) 35 (60.3)
17-19 47 (32.6) 23 (39.7)
Education
Vocational Certificate 50 (34.7) a5 (77.6)
Junior High School 49 (34.0) 10 (17.2)
Senior High School 45 (31.3) 3(5.2)
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Pregnancy adolescents

Variables First pregnancy Repeated pregnancy
(n = 144) (n = 58)
Husband’s age (years old) 67 (46.5) 15 (25.9)
<20 77 (53.5) 43 (74.1)

> 20
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Table 2 Number and percentage of study samples classified by pregnancy history

variables. (n=202)

Pregnancy adolescents

Variables First pregnancy Repeat pregnancy
(n = 144) (n = 58)
Intention of pregnancy
No 123 (85.4) 14 (24.1)
Yes 21 (14.6) 44 (75.9)
Contraception after the first
pregnancy 127 (88.2) 44 (75.9)

No 17 (11.8) 14 (24.1)

Yes 0(0.0) 6 (10.3)
Contraceptive Pill 12 (8.3) 6 (10.3)
Natural family planning 5(3.5) 2(3.4)
Emergency contraception pill

History of abortion
Yes 1(0.7) 2(3.4)
No 143 (99.3) 56 (96.6)
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Table 3 The association between selected factors and repeated pregnancy of study

samples. (n = 202)

Pregnancy adolescents

First Repeated )
Variables X P-value
pregnancy pregnancy
(n = 144) (n = 58)
Age (years old)
15-16 66 (45.8) 21 (36.2) 0.238 .000
17-19 78 (54.2) 37 (63.8)
Age at primigravida (years
old) 97 (67.4) 35 (60.3)
0.532 .000
15-16 47 (32.6) 23 (39.7)
17-19
Education
Vocational Certificate 50 (34.7) a5 (77.6)
0.405 .039
Junior High School 49 (34.0) 10(17.2)
Senior High School 45 (31.3) 3(5.2)
Husband’s age (years old)
<20 67 (46.5) 15 (25.9) 0.322 .015
> 20 77 (53.5) 43 (74.1)
Intention of pregnancy
No 123 (85.4) 14 (24.1) 0.650 .000
Yes 21 (14.6) 44 (75.9)
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Pregnancy adolescents

. First Repeated )
Variables X P-value
pregnancy pregnancy
(n = 144) (n = 58)
Contraception after first 127 (88.2) 44 (75.9) 0.547 .001
pregnancy 17 (11.8) 14 (24.1)
No
Yes
History of abortion
No 143 (99.3) 56 (96.6) 0.120 .250
Yes 1(0.7) 2(3.4)
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