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Abstract

This quasi-experimental research aims to study the comparison of maternal behavior
in care for children under 5 years who have an acute respiratory infection. To compare a group
of mothers receiving a supportive-educative nursing program with another group receiving
regular nursing care. The representative samples were 60 selective mothers of the under 5-
year-old children who have an acute respiratory infection and were admitted to the pediatric
ward in Banpong Hospital, Ratchaburi Province, taking two days for a case. After being divided
into two groups, 30 per each, the first one received the supportive-educative nursing program
consisting of 2-day meetings with the researcher, distribution of a handbook of the care for
children with an acute respiratory infection, and a telephone follow-up after the meeting,
whereas the second one received normal nursing care. The data were gathered by using a set
of questionnaires having Cronbach's alpha coefficient reliability of .85 that focuses on maternal
behaviors in care for children under 5 years in acute respiratory infection condition. The
analysis of descriptive statistics and t-test were applied, as well.

The results found from the experiment is that the groups of mothers receiving the
supportive - educative Nursing Program reach the higher mean score of matemal care
behaviors than they themselves before receiving the program with statistical significance at
level .05 (t = -7.074, p < .001). Itis also higher than the mean score of the group that did not
receive the program with statistical significance at level .05 (t = -6.974, p < .001).

These findings suggest that the supportive and educational nursing program,
which is continually applied to the mothers mentioned in the aforesaid, can help them

understand appropriate t behaviors of caring for their children.

Keywords: Supportive - educative nursing, Maternal behavior in care for children,
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