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Author guidelines

The Journal of Nursing Science and Health is a
quarterly peer-reviewed journal produced by the Faculty of
Nursing, Khon Kaen University, Thailand. The journal aims
to publicize high quality empirical studies and scholarly papers
in the field of nursing and related health sciences. We accept
both Thai and English manuscripts which have not previously
been published elsewhere. Once accepted and published,
manuscript copyright will be automatically transferred to the

journal.

Types of articles

The following five types of articles are published by
the Journal of Nursing Science and Health:

1. Research articles are papers written to illustrate
a clearly stated research question or hypothesis, which is
tested empirically through the application of sound research
protocol. Content presents background and rational of the
study, objectives, design, theoretical framework, results,
and discussion. This includes classroom research as well as
institutional research. All research involving human subjects
must receive approval from the IRB.

2. Academic articles are scholarly papers written
by experts in academic or professional fields. They aim to
analyze or criticize findings from previous studies on a topic as
well as to formulate new concepts or theories based on exist-
ing research. They are excellent sources for finding out what
has been studied or researched as well as updates on existing
knowledge.

3. Review articles are written in an attempt to sys-
tematically analyze or discuss research previously published
by others. Authors will analyze, compare, summarize or
classify the current state of understanding on a particular topic
they have studied extensively. Additionally, a review should
propose new ideas or new knowledge.

4. Independent studies are articles which report on
the development of innovations, the application of evidence -

based practice including reports on case studies and others.

5. Special articles are written by experienced au-
thors to comment on special matters that are current issues of
interest. Special articles include exclusive interviews, expert
opinion and analytical critique related to health. The editorial

board reserves the right to determine qualified authors.

Manuscript preparation
Your manuscript must be written in clear, compre-
hensible American English. References and figures should
be cited in English only. If you have concerns regarding the
level of English in your submission, please ensure that it is
proof-read before submission by a native English speaker or
a scientific editing service prior to submission.
Manuscripts must be prepared using Microsoft
Word on single-sided A4 (216 x 279 mm.) paper. Page
set up should include 40 mm (1.5 inches) on the top and
left margins and 25 mm (1 inch) on the bottom and right
margins. Times New Roman, 12 point-font size, single spac—
ing should be set consistently. Each page is to be numbered
consecutively, including title page and reference page. Type
the numbers in the upper right-hand corner using Arabic
numerals. Manuscripts should appear in the following order:
1. Title page
The title must be shorter than 100 characters, both
concise and informative. Only the first word in the sentence
and proper nouns should be capitalized.
Correct — Interventions for pain management
during the first stage of labor at Udonthani Hospital
Incorrect — Interventions for Pain Management
During the First Stage of Labor at Udonthani Hospital
1.1  Authors shall be listed in order of con-
tribution to the paper beneath the title. Use first name, then
middle initial (if any), followed by the last name with each
name separated by comma. Authors’ names should include an
abbreviation of their highest academic qualification. Authors’
academic titles, grants/funding, and affiliation should be typed

as a footnote at the bottom left corner of the title page. Affili-
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ations should comprise of the department, institution (usually
university or company), city, and state (or nation).
2. Abstract
Abstracts must not be of more than 150 words and
shall contain objectives of the research, material and methods
used, results, and conclusions. Abstracts should be structured
according to types of articles. Abbreviations are to be avoided.
3. Keywords
Abstract must be followed by 3-5 keywords using
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH).
4. Introduction
Introductions should be brief indicating the es—
sential background information and rational of the study.
Introduction should also clearly state hypothesis or purpose
statement and why the author deems it important.
5. Material and methods
Authors must provide concise but complete infor—
mation for material and methods to enable other scientists to
repeat the research presented, if needed. Details of materials
(i.e. interventions, programs, and questionnaires ), subjects’
characteristics, sampling techniques, research protocol for
data collection, and statistics used for data analysis must be
clearly indicated.
6. Results
Data acquired from the research with appropriate
statistical analysis described in the methods section ought to
be included in this section. Results should describe the finding
observed in accordance with research questions or hypothesis.
Numerical data should be presented in tables and graphs. The
same data/information given in tables must not be repeated in
a figure or text. The total number of table and figures combined
may not exceed 3.
7. Discussion
Discussion shall relate to the results for current
understanding of the scientific problems being investigated in
the study. This section must include implications of the main
findings and the exploring of possible mechanisms or expla-
nations for those findings and their limitations. Authors have
to compare and contrast the results with previous studies and
then try to explain, with strong empirical evidence, why and
how different results have occurred. Finally, recommenda-

tions for future research and clinical practice may be given.

8. Implications
Suggest how the findings may be important for
policy, practice, theory, and subsequent research.
9. Figures and tables
It is essential that all illustrated figures and tables
are clear and legible. All figures and tables must be given a
clear and concise title. The numbering used for tables and
figured should be separate and proceed chronologically.
10. Acknowledgement
Include only a brief description of grants or funding.
11. References
Use Vancouver style. See details in the reference

section.

Article components
1. Research articles The length of articles should
be 12 pages. Components are to include:

1.1 Title page (Include title, full names of au-
thors, qualifications, grants, academic titles, and affiliations).

1.2 Abstract

1.3 Keywords

1.4 Introduction

1.5 Materials and methods

1.6 Results

1.7 Discussion

1.8 Recommendations

1.9 Figures and tables

1.10 Acknowledgements

1.11 References

2. Academic articles The length of articles should
be 10-12 pages. Components are to include:

2.1 Title page

2.2 Abstract

2.3 Keywords

2.4 Introduction: Background and rational of the
study, objectives, scope and definitions.

2.5 Contents: Should be divided into main-
themes and sub-themes, incorporated with various concepts
and perspectives based on empirical evidences.

2.6 Conclusion: Clearly explain the main con-
tents and highlight its importance and relevance for implica-
tions.
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2.7 Figures and tables (Total number of table
and figures combined may not exceed 2).

2.8 Acknowledgement

2.9 References

3. Review articles The length of articles should be
10-12 pages. Components must include:

3.1 Title page

3.2 Abstract

3.3 Keywords

3.4 Introduction: Background and rational of the
study, objectives, scope and definitions.

3.5 Contents: Present comprehensively results
from systematic reviews of research previously published by
others. Authors shall summarize, evaluate and offer critical
commentary on the ideas and information that the authors
present in the article followed by recommendations for future
research.

3.6 Conclusion

3.7 Figures and tables (Total number of table
and figures combined may not exceed 2).

3.8 Acknowledgements

3.9 References

4. Independent studies The length of articles may
be 10-12 pages. Components must include:
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