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Abstract

The critical ethnography was applied in this study to explore the evolution of nursing education in
Lao PDR. Participants were 95 key informants. Data were collected by observations, in-depth interviews,
documents and artifacts. Data triangulation and debriefing were used for credibility of the study. Content
analysis was applied to the data analysis.

The results reflected the historical evidence of the nursing education changes and differences in 4
periods including 1) History period, 2) Early period, 3) Transitional period, and 4) Development period.
The outcome of nursing education since the beginning until present was confirmed that there have been
problems and needs to be improved in the system. Therefore, building up the nursing organization with the

state committee to moving the high quality nursing education system in the future is proposed.
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