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Abstract:

This study aimed to explain the meanings and the need of spirituality according to experiences of sick
Buddhist monks. A qualitative research based on hermeneutic phenomenology was conducted. Twelve sick
Buddhist monks in the Luang Pu Man Phuritatto ward, Faculty of Medicine Khon Kaen University were purpo-
sively selected for the study. Data were collected by in-depth-interviews, non-participant observation and note
taking. Data analysis was conducted following the guideline of Dikelmann (1992). The results reflected in the
meanings of spirituality by sick Buddhist monks experiences was composed of five themes. 1) A sense of con-
nectedness. 2) The wisdom mind. 3)The ultimate goal of life. 4) Mind and Spirit. 5) Mind and Consciousness
(Vinnana) as the five aggregates (Khan5). The sick Buddhist monks reflected on two themes of spiritual need. 1)

The need to comply with Buddhist ways. 2)The need of secured mind. The findings of study reveals a new body
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of knowledge concerning of the meanings and the need of spirituality according to experiences of sick Buddhist

monks and provide foundation for nurses in planning and managing care accordance with the meaning and the

need of spirituality of sick Buddhist monks. Furthermore, the finding of study can be a database for further explore

for greater understanding and development of a body of knowledge regarding spiritual in sick Buddhist monks.
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