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Abstract:

This descriptive research aimed to study health profile of older persons in a hospital and in a community of
Khon Kaen province. The sample comprised of 154 hospitalized older persons admitted in the studied hospital and
308 older persons resided in the studied community. The conceptual framework based on the literature reviewed
was used. Data were collected using the questionnaires and the standard instruments. Descriptive statistics were
used for data analysis. Results: Demographic data: Older persons of both groups were female, in the young old
age group, and had primary education level. Physical health: Older persons in community perceived their health,

and their health when compared with others, more than older persons in the hospital. They also had ADL and
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IADL levels higher than those who were in the hospital. Psychological health and mental status: Older persons in
the hospital had depression and dementia more than older persons in the community. Social health: Older persons
of both groups had daughters and sons as well as spouses as primary resources in old age and when getting ill.
Recommendations: Knowledge regarding health profile of older persons can be used to develop project in order to
improve health of each dimension of older persons. Further studies should focus on changes and factors related to

health profile of each dimension and in various settings.

keywords: health profile, older person, community, hospital.
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