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Celebrating 55 years: The ties that bind us as nurses
“Don’t forget where you came from!”

The sayings above come from Isan wisdom. They remind us that even when time passes and our lives
change-when we get higher degrees, better jobs, higher status, or even become wealthier-we should never
forget our roots, who we used to be, and the people who helped us along the way. This saying may sound
unpleasant, but it's a simple and straightforward moral lesson reflecting the Isan way of life. There is also a
saying that goes: “Even if you ride an elephant like a king, don't forget the farmers who rode buffaloes and
planted the rice you ate.” It's a gentle reminder to stay grateful and humble, and to remember those who once
supported us. The Isan word “Sai-Naen” refers to the bond or connection that ties people together across
time-like threads of destiny. It could be between lovers, family, or people in the same community who believe
their paths crossed because of fate. Families often use this moment to remember loved ones who have
passed, make merit for them, and reflect on the past—the successes and mistakes. Time is like a river that
never flows backwards. We can't change what has already happened, whether it was good or bad. But we can
learn from it, improve what we're doing now, and build a better future.

As we step into the year 2026, marking the 55th anniversary of Faculty of Nursing, Khon Kaen University
(1971-2026), this editorial invites everyone who grew up or studied here to help us rebuild our historical
archives. We hope to collect memories, items, documents, and stories to create a learning space, a kind of
mini history room or archive-for the next generations. This is a chance to review, organize, and honor our
history as one of the important nursing institutions in Northeast Thailand, founded with the purpose of
serving Isan people from the very beginning.

Our goal is to redesign the archive room as a storytelling space where history is shown through personal
experiences. We plan to use digital media like TV screens and QR codes to connect to online archives,
following the idea: “If we don't speak of the past, one day it will be forgotten.” This archive will collect and
present the journey of Faculty of Nursing-from the beginning until now-as a source of pride, identity, and
inspiration for future nurses. It will also help visitors quickly understand who we are and where we come from.

What We Plan to Display- A small but meaningful exhibition with: Roll-up screens, Old documents and
photos, and Symbolic items. We are kindly asking for donations of items such as: Old student uniforms, Home-
visit bags, Nursing caps, pins, and tools, Training outfits, Bedding used during early community fieldwork.

Exhibition Structure- History will be presented through monitors and QR codes. The structure of the
faculty's historical exhibition consists of 5 parts as follows: 1) Founding Era: It comprises the following topics;
Why we were founded, First teachers and students, and Core values of the time 2) Foundation of Teaching: It
comprises the following topics: The first curriculum, Early learning atmosphere, and Unique identity of our
nurses. 3) Professional Expansion: It comprises the following topics: Community services and social work, and
Research, innovation, and social impact. 4) Academic & Professional Development: It comprises the following
topics: Expanded programs, accreditation, and National and international partnerships. 5) Present & Future: It
comprises the following topics: Current strength, developing student potential, and Vision moving forward.

This archive was first established when Associate Professor Kalaya Patanasri was the dean and has been
carried on through generations of deans who believe that history is the foundation for understanding our
identity, our traditions, and our direction for the future.

So, we humbly ask anyone who has been part of our journey to share photos, items, memories, or thoughts.
Contact information is provided on the first page. Thank you very much.

Professor Darunee Jongudomkarn, RN, Ph.D.
Editor




