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We are not magicians: Reflections on the mindset and spirit
of Thai nurses in a new era

Nurses are no magic saints, it's true, With limits, hearts, and flesh like you.
Beside the people, hand in hand, With caring hearts, we make our stand,

And find our way.... (From the lyrics, we are nurses.)

As we are stepping into the New Year 2026, this editorial aimed to reflect the thoughts, spirit, hopes, and wishes of
Thai nurses for the year ahead. The content was drawn from the voices of nurses and nurse educators, both past and
present, through social media. Their key messages could be summarized as follows: 1) The peace and security of the Thai
nation and its people. Nursing is a profession that stands through every social crisis. Nurses are not only ordinary people
who are affected by the crisis, but they are also the ones who must step forward and face it directly. Many times, nurses
have to risk their own lives, and in some crises, they even lose them. Therefore, we aspire to a society and nation
characterized by peace, security, unity, and the well-being of all people. 2) Create fairness in the nursing profession.
Nurses need fair working conditions, including reasonable working hours, appropriate pay, and clear opportunities for
career advancement. 3) Stop all forms of violence against nurses. Nurses are ordinary human beings with bodies and
emotions - we can feel pain, hunger, and exhaustion. We are not superhuman. 4) Work together to build a fairer system
for the future. Nurses should be part of planning and proposing systemic changes to develop reasonable and equitable
working welfare for the future, and to offer hope in the new era, we can only hope that the professional leaders in the
Nursing Council will help make this hope a reality in the near future.

As 2025 comes to an end and we welcome 2026, this is a time for reflection and looking forward with imagine for a
better future together. Throughout the past year, we have shown great dedication as nurses, standing at the frontline of
health care. We have cared for individuals, families, and communities with all our hearts - despite many challenges,
such as the growing needs of an aging society, rapid technological changes, and shifts in health systems. Yet, we
remain patient, understanding, and compassionate. We continue to innovate to meet people’s needs and deliver better
care.

Nurses are the key link that connects care from home to hospital and back to the community - ensuring smooth,
continuous care for everyone, no matter where they live or what their economic or social status may be. By embracing
innovation and digital technology, we can provide care that is responsive, efficient, and truly centered on patients and
families. The Faculty of Nursing, Khon Kaen University, founded in 1971, takes pride in its mission to educate and nurture
generations of nurses. By 2026, there will be 55 undergraduate nursing classes in operation, along with many
postgraduate nurses at all levels. These nurses have become leaders in knowledge creation, critical thinking, creativity,
and compassionate nursing leadership. Together, they are driving professional excellence and fostering a spirit of
collaboration to build a healthy, knowledgeable, adaptable Thai society. On this occasion, the SaiyudNiyomwiphat
Foundation organized a merit-making ceremony to support scholarships for underprivileged nursing students on the
occasion of the 55th anniversary of the founding of the Faculty of Nursing, Khon Kaen University. (Donations can be
made to the SCB Foundation account number 5514523922.)
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