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In Remembrance of Associate Professor Pannee Mueanwong:
A Tribute to a Devoted Nurse Teacher
(April 25, 1942 - June 10, 2025, aged 83)

"In remembrance of 'Ting', my beloved friend. We shared our lives together since we lived in Dormitory
"Kor Kai" at Siriraj Hospital in 1963, studied togdether at the Faculty of Public Health, Mahidol University,
and later moved to Khon Kaen University in 1970. Ting pursued her MPH in Israel as part of the first
cohort in 1970, and I followed in the third cohort in 1972. Upon returning, we worked side by side, grew
together, and learned so much under the guidance of the founding Dean of the Faculty of Nursing,
Associate Professor Dr. Saiyud Niyomwiphat. Although we eventually retired, we stayed in touch regularly.
Today, my friend is no longer with us. It is heart-breaking. Ting never spoke of her illness, and we
constantly hoped for her recovery, supporting one another through the aging process. Sixty-three years of
deep friendship these memories will remain etched in my heart forever. On this day, June 10, 2025, I bid
her farewell. May she be free from pain and rest peacefully in her next realm... From a friend." (Associate
Professor Kalaya Patanasri)

The message above is a heartfelt tribute from a dear friend to Associate Professor Pannee Mueanwong,
marking a moment of profound grief for the Faculty of Nursing at Khon Kaen University and the nursing
profession in Thailand, as we mourn the loss of one of our most respected and cherished figures.

This editorial is dedicated to the memory of Associate Professor Pannee (Sananmuang) Mueanwonsg,
former Dean of the Faculty of Nursing, Khon Kaen University, and one of the pioneering educators who
devoted her life to the development and strengthening of the Faculties. To many, she was not only a

teacher, but also a maternal figure whose guidance shaped generations of nurses.

There are many stories that Ajarn Pannee once shared in the Faculty’s research project on the
establishment of the Faculty of Nursing at Khon Kaen University. As one of the pioneering faculty
members, with invaluable experiences of learning and contributing to the foundation of the Faculty of
Nursing (since 1970), she played a vital role in establishing the first nursing faculty in Northeastern
Thailand. At that time, the region was considered remote, underdeveloped, and far from the capital, with
severe shortages of resources and limited access to healthcare. Although not a native of the area, with a
noble heart, she chose to work here voluntarily, built her family, and made this land her home until the

end of her life.
From the past to the present, the global shortage of nurses, including in Thailand, has persisted. Ajarn

Pannee was among those who dedicated themselves to contributing drops of water to sustain the river of
nursing, preventing it from running dry in society. She was a teacher who inspired love for the profession,
imparted knowledge, and instilled professional ethics in nursing students with gentleness, firmness, and
unwavering principles. She was a leader whose strength lay in calmness, a guiding light and source of
comfort for colleagues and students alike. As an administrator of the Faculty of Nursing, she was one of
the crucial driving forces in advancing the institution, ensuring its growth, quality, and excellence, and

enabling it to produce competent nurses at all levels—nationally and internationally-with great pride.
Although she is no longer with us, her compassion, contributions, and exemplary life will remain in the

hearts of her students, colleagues, and all who were inspired by her. May she rest in peace, and may her
lifelong dedication continue to inspire those who carry on her legacy. "If not for the teacher's form long

past, our smart shadows would not be cast."
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