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Quality of life and effects of cannabis use in cancer patients receiving palliative care
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Abstract

Pain, faticue, anxiety, loss of appetite, insomnia, as well as physical and mental discomfort
significantly diminish the quality of life for cancer patients receiving palliative care. In Thailand, cannabis is
now legally used to treat cancer patients. However, there is insufficient evidence-based research.

This study aimed to assess the effects of cannabis on the quality of life and safety of these patients.
We conducted a prospective cohort study involving 49 cancer patients in palliative care, selected through
purposive sampling from six hospitals in northeastern Thailand. Health-related quality of life was measured
using the EQ-5D-5L, and discomfort was measured using the Edmonton Symptom Assessment System (ESAS)
instruments, data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Wilcoxon signed ranks test.

The results indicated that cannabis use helped alleviate pain, fatigue, nausea, depression,
drowsiness, and loss of appetite. Both physical and mental well-being were improved (p<0.05). The utility
score increased from 0.86 on day 1 to 0.96 by day 30, the health level score rose from 70 to 80(p<0.05).

Recommendations include promoting the full utilization for the health and economic benefits of
cannabis, alongside with implementing strict control measures addressing social concerns. This approach may

be more effective than reverting cannabis to its previous status of as a controlled substance.

keywords: Cannabis; quality of life; impact; patients with cancer receiving palliative care
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WunseusiRaTes TN TIdeluywd uninerdeveunnu 1auil HE651077 uil 6 nangaay
W.f1.2565 HunseusiAatessansiduluuywd Tsame1uiadiuss nilsdelavil un 0033.202.11/48
Fuil 14 noAIn1ey w.A.2565

Wiun1seyginliAvdoyanisideainlsameivianiuaiuns nisderasi oo
660301.6.1.5.2/514/65 15ane1u1asnsdasny nifsdeianil 2361 lsswerurana nifsdoland 5543
Tsswenuranueavnu viisdoiail 4833/65 waslsmenuiansyerasdiu enails vildonil 654368

NAN13ITY

1. ngudieg1s v 49 au drlugdunasis fosas 51.02 egsendng 27-88 T
(Mean=62.18, SD=11.98) T,wwmmaﬁié’%’umi%’ﬂwmmﬁqﬂ A9 15INYIVIANUDINNU 5088Y 32.65
3998931 A L3NEUA1NFFI1Y Feuay 24.49 uaglsane1utana Segar 20.41 ANAGU Han1unng
Jeway 65.31 sEAUNsAnwasan Ussaudnwl Sevay 69.39 g‘ULLUUﬁ’mﬂﬂﬁi%’ﬁauimyﬂﬁ%’uﬁ;ﬁﬁuﬁ’mm
f¥UnLeLAYN 5% (THC:CBD=0.08:0.02 fiadnsu/ven) Sovay 42.86 50t fe Wiuuanduiuse
autes Sevay 24.49 uaglddfufywsmSunuewmy 10% (THC=0.1 fiadndu/ven) Souaz 22.45
2 RIN

2. msUsuidiuennislilguauiy

5’mimam’§laqﬁamm§mmﬂa (Edmonton Symptom Assessment System, ESAS) WU

;:Jﬂ’saiiﬂmL%aizsJwJizﬁuUizﬁawé’qmﬂ%’ﬁ’m%ﬂui’uﬁ 30 H52AUATLUUTDIDINITAN ¢ ANAT
wnndudt 1 vesnsdninlasinside wazuanestuegeditudfumneadn duandlunisned 2
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A15147 2 ﬂ’rﬁﬂ'ﬁzlﬂua’m’]ﬂﬂqmauw (edmonton symptom assessment system: ESAS) (n=49)

I::J:‘I'J'JEJ&ISL%\? 1119 n159A Min Max Mean Med SD 95% ClI P

Lower Upper

U Day 1 0 10 274 0 28 191 356 <0.001
Day 30 0 8 116 0 207 057 176
wiles/counds  Day 1 0 10 322 0 334 226 419 0004
Day 30 0 10 186 0 274 107 264
aauld Day 1 0 7 047 0 161 001 093 0.13
Day 30 0 2 040 0 029 -004 012
Faiesn Day 1 0 8 076 0 181 024 127 002
Day 30 0 5 035 0 111 003 067
anina Day 1 0 9 084 0 201 02 142 007
Day 30 0 5 049 0 121 014 084
T/avauasde  Day 1 0 9 163 0 273 085 242 001
Day 30 0 8 065 0 173 016 115
\Joawns Day 1 0 10 241 0 325 147 334 003
Day 30 0 10 147 0 2438 076 218
aupinameuarla  Day 1 0 153 0 205 094 212 <0.001
Day 30 0 4 053 0 126 017 089
wilevieu Day 1 0 10 1.20 0 265 044 197 018
Day30 0 9 053 0 202 -005 111

* fdpdAgyn9adan (p<0.05)

Ialnoiadesilonnnsgiuaina (EQ-50-50) nuingUaelsauzifeszezUseAudsenasdldiguily
Jufi 30 gean15nTlasin3de fauuandisaniuil 1 vesnisdislasiniside egrelidedfey
y3adn InefazuuuessaUsslonifiunintu Sazuuuszduguamiiniy Jaidhdaunmiinity
ndrnldym Fuanduassd 3
a9l 3 MsUszduenisliguauie (EQ-5D-50)

CUREHEEN #aa afefl Min  Max Mean Med  SD 95% Cl P
Lower Upper
ATLLUUBIIN Day 1 -0.21 1.00 0.80 0.86 0.23 0.73 0.86 <0.001"
Usglovu Day 30 0.27 1.00 0.87 0.96 0.18 0.82 0.92
ATLUUTY Day 1 50 100 73.78 70 11.57 70.45 77.10 <0.001"
g]’U?jGUﬂ’lW Day 30 60 100 79.49 80 10.22 76.56 82.43

a o

* frdad Ay 9adan (p<0.05)

3. NATABNTOINBININNITNNE
WU Arnsvauveslanassulutud 30 vesnsnsinlasinnsiseiiuultuanainitud
1 993n19919701A59N15398 wazluanAVaDs ‘U'ﬁ?dﬂmﬂ%ﬁzg%wmé’ﬂaaiiﬂum%qﬁl@f%’umﬁﬂm
wuulssAulssresiiuwltuvasnds sauanslunised 4
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AN 4 WEARIAINNSYINUYRIlaLas AU

fasuzse  fUs® msia Mink Max  Mean Med  SD 95% Cl p

Lower Upper

BUN Day 1 5 2390 1263 11.05 a.57 11.28 13.99  0.88
n=48 Day 30  5.50 25 12.60  11.05 4.76 11.19 14.01

Cr. Day 1 0.43 298 0.87 0.77 0.38 0.76 0.98 1.00
n=46 Day 30  0.50 1.36 0.83 0.66 0.24 0.76 0.90

AST Day 1 14 109 33.22 24 21.94 23.73 42.70  0.49
n=35 Day 30 10 115 32.22 24 24.44 21.65 42.78

ALT Day 1 6 106 2652 2150 22.39 16.84 36.20 0.38
n=35 Day 30 6 98 2591 1850  19.30 17.57 34.26

ALP Day 1 38 814 14535 75 212.02 46.12 24458  0.47
n=32 Day 30 36 659  107.70 66.50 136.57 43.78 171.62

* frlodAgyn19adan (p<0.05)

2AUT1ENANTIIY

pzuuuamAMTIaTifRuty Tutud 30 vesnaitninlasiniside dnsdunszaingain
nsldaen esaniUaelsauzsslallisumssnumeisausuluvnsiihsnlasinside aenndes
funefnenfisiuan wavesfyemensunndannsUssiiuaunmiindeedosdionnsgiuanans
aouAnsdio nut fuelsnuzifessesdseduUszaaddfyiouiisussuinededl 1 Ao Yuil 1 ves
nsifngilasinside Auadedl 2 Ae Suil 30 veamadnsnlasnisids faelsrusielinuamdinda
%umemasmﬁﬁfaﬁwﬁaumwaﬁﬁ (p<0.05) %"’aﬁmmaa@ﬂé’aaﬁ’mmﬁﬁwaaqu15 WUT AZLULURAY
AT ingihelseunSesrorUssdulsrroinounasndsldsuthifufyen (Mean: SD Wiy 0.66:0.29
uaz 0.81:0.26) finariuanmAAlRiugUIe (p<.001)

AN NFInverUielsauziseuszAulszradlaglduuugouniy EQ-5D-5L wuin AINA9Y0Y
ﬂmmw%%mLﬁmmwﬁul,t,mﬂsiwaﬁuiuLm'a3@%"quuaaﬂﬁmwaﬂmum'i%’ﬂmasmﬁﬁfaﬁwﬁzymaaﬁﬁ
(p<0.001)"! FelsAuziSeszarUssAulseresilldansatniyumanisunng Ysuifiuennisligvaune
fewadeaiio ESAS wuin fanuuandnetuegadituddgvnsadandanldyen 1dud ennisaduld
91381 (p<0.001) 81Msilea s (p=0.007) uazenmsinilosinde (p=0.001)'”

;:Jﬂasf[smwL%ﬂizagqmﬁ'}aﬁiﬁﬁ’ﬂfﬁﬁuﬁ’mﬂwﬁﬁ%’ume’ﬂ,aaa wuuUsziiu ESAS wudn wsfuiayan
wonleandinavsamiennmsueulindy ieemns milos/deunds luiauienme/la eduld fluetis
fitfddnuaziuulssdiu EQ-50-51 wui1 Hrefiuannm¥ingtae sunsiedeulm Aanssuivindy
Uszd nsiiutan/lbauied wazanuinnda/duad vesiUieldeddidedidy ® wazain
MAToTmuweIs U3 wazame IedunwalitisusSeszerUssduuszaeaildiam nui e
T fyvudrsudsznuemnsidunty ldideorms/muldsudsemuomisled fusedlmdwnniu
rourane limiosdis 1 3aUsed fuagaindu Aawssafdu'

nsladasanaiyymienisunne THC:CBD (1:1) 1-3 Jadnsusiadu dauvasndsiiesns
Tumsthanld eiununminvesthelsauziSeszozaaine Taglinuensirafesisuuse’®

grunsiuyyIeenlaaugns THC 1.7% dnadeligUislsnueiiassezgavinelinunimdin
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ity Adfsogruresaruuusssaustlovivoauuanuay EQ-5D-5L usn3uwinty 0.767 iy
0.928 Tunsiamuadsil 6 uardianuuasasonisyauresiunddldondtasdiulnagdseduioules]
AST waz ALT aglunaeiuni'

fuasdulsruziSassergaine nudesintufys wuih aovaussiosifaus 1-2 adsusn
NsUTUEIegsENIng 10 G4 20 neaseTu gUaeaUin nuemiskd weunauls wasUielidumilen
195U morphine Ywnge To15uaiA aaﬁumﬂﬁﬂaaﬁu”

dufienisusenisanasesadifddynieadn uiunsenisliunndsestafiteddymisada
UneziAnanamnegvesiiie vlinveslsauziis sULuUARldsy aeandestunisfnuiiniuan
wui fuaelsauzsildfgyuiidnsnissendn auam@in avuuuessausylovd unnsrstuiiang
1andadesu wmege 9132 818 duniivedlsausiss N15FnvIRUUNENKNAIY SEEn1IAL Y
Ypalsn*

sunvufgyufigaelidunndisty fualinuam@inftu?® Sudszmiuemisidundu’
AUAMNTUDLIAUATLY 91n15Unanas’® snmsnumuissansaildfauusndetudaauludes

3

nan133nw LesanlilldfinisiIsuiisudusenineuaelsauziedilisunissnude iy
Tuntheuinisuaruonmheuinssuguam uagldlddinsiisuiiioussnin sguuuuvesiguiigiae
163y fitvanguivaslsauzifassosUssAuussredildfyuuenmirsuinsvieldfonuies fived
anuaninazaan Lifianldane lidenailuniafumsllsmeivia awnsalddgauiuunimd
uLeINT Y Bemsedrufumbeuinisiiasinedgulifiaelaluuiinaiaia guiedeafunien
wuLndies wasdaldsedinaul’

naveImInIsILveslawasiu wansliduindyw lWiinasenisvhauredlawazdu feswin
Sudi 30 veanadninlaseniside lduandtegrefifedfynisadftuiud 1 fdasalasiniside
Feaonndosfuanuidefiniuin fe Arnisiauvesdunazle Wisuisuseninsieusazndslasy
mﬁﬂmé’wﬁﬁ’umﬁﬁf‘ﬁ’auﬁmmauagj Town seauaulasl AST, ALT, ALP, BUN wag Cr. hiumansineiuwnay
liiAuAnsguluauuns®

dogRforyymanisunngidluszuuazuenssuy navilinunm@inveaditasTsaugise
syozUssAulazaoafindunarlifinadrafesfisuuss mssiuinguszasd uarauufigiuresnisidedn
funelsauziSesozdseAuUszaesildfnuineunasndimsussiiuiianuunniisty fadunanuide
Dudszlend i WundngrudadsgdndlunmsdadulaldiyendumadenSesulunmssnudmsudtae
TsAnzidssvezuszAuUszaesasunmd yaansmensunmefildauietedlunsdssnee wioriaed
Fosmsldigudenuies Ssaeadesiunmsinvuszaunisaimsdadulalddgumensumslusues
vosfiitiensdoindounarflvinisinu

Lﬁu%’auuaﬂszﬂaumsﬁmamwaa%’gmaViﬁé’mwiumsaaﬂﬂg‘wma 528U TaU3AUAN 9
ez fyrndulddusnanindnads Tl 2567 lemumuiistertedefiovasintui
;:JﬂaaiiﬂmzL%qizEJzﬂizﬁ’wssﬂmﬁﬁmmG’faammazfﬁwLﬁuslﬁﬁﬁ’ay,mﬁialﬂ MnnsfnwUielsnueis
szovUseAuUsaeafildfysduimuafiiortuuloviedys wudt uleviefysuadiduusslev
dwsuithelsauzsailifimadenlunssnw Ussndaaldanglunmssnum lieenlienidnl wiuse
flsmmthulgniguliliies mneidtielsauzsayldldtyminundieddlnghifesina’
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taiuauuglumsiinan1sideluly

nsifensedl ffediaruinuinduitesnaiissnguifisrldfinguiuieuidioy fuaslseusged
Hunguiegradulsauzifeidaunnsiisiu nquiegsiireuirsosidesanidudunelsauzisailasy
mMs¥nwuuulsgAulszaes sezatlunsifeenuliguauieiios 1 ey suLuudyuAldiiang
wand1siu lunsfnwadaoluasinnsandneae 1wy siinveslse suuvuiguild T
willouvzeldunnsneiu
AnAnssuUsEnIA

YDUBUAN Europol Research Foundation for Allows the use of tools EQ-5D (Rigistration
ID: 46745) uay veveuAnitislsauziSiszorUsEAUYTEans 11 49 v AlvianuBusesluniaiu
foyaite uadlrmdiolussriamsfinmumsinuauaiafulasamsidoduogsmde
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