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Establishment of the SaiyudNiyomViphat Foundation to create opportunities for
underprivileged nursing students: Means to bridge the opportunity gap and return its
value to society
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Editorial

Successfully managing the teaching and learning to meet the institute’s objectives requires effective,
organized tools and means. For example, the JNHS journal of the Faculty of nursing KKU has offered
a professional journal as an academic communication tool for more than 45 years. In addition, financial
support for needy students from families with limited resources is necessary, especially in northeast Thailand,
where the KKU’s Faculty of Nursing is located. Based on the report, this area is where people have the lowest
per capita income in the country. Therefore, to fill the students’ educational opportunity gap, the financial aid
foundation, named SaiyutNiyomviphat, was officially established in 2020. The SaiyudNiyomViphat Foundation
is named after Associate Professor Saiyud Niyomviphat, who was the founder of the Faculty of Nursing and
the first Dean of the Faculty. She is historically considered a key person in transforming nursing education in
Thailand. The Foundation is a non-profit organization whose primary goal is to raise funds from stakeholders
to support nursing students in need and to engage in charitable and public interest activities.

This year (2022), the Faculty of Nursing, officially announced as the first university-based Faculty
of nursing in Thailand for more than 51 years, organized an event to celebrate the 51st anniversary of
teaching and learning in nursing. On this occasion, the Faculty of Nursing, KKU, in collaboration with the
SaiyudNiyomviphat Foundation, conducted the “Make merit for 51 years of moving with pride” hybrid (both
virtual and on-site) activity on October 22, 2022. (Boon Berk Fa is an annual Isan ritual that aims to express
gratitude for the land that produces living products and creates further good inspiration for people’s succession
lives). The event aimed to allow members to recall the past and the present memories and create hope for the
future by making merit and dedicating charity to those related to the Faculty of nursing who passed away.
Fundraising for needy nursing students was also undertaken with a genuine desire to pay it forward to those who
will return to serve society in the future. In addition, there were brainstorming forums to contribute synergic
ideas from various representatives related groups on the topic of “Organization forum to make a dream come
true for peasants, 51 years of walking with pride”. The speakers consisted of the representatives of each of the
following groups; the clients (Assoc.Prof.Dr.Kittichai Trirattanasirichai, Chairperson of the SaiyudNiyomviphat
foundation, and the former KKU president ), the first batch of nurse lecturers (Assoc.Prof.Kalaya Patanasri, the
former dean of FoN, KKU), the FON KKU’s Alumni Association (Assist.Prof.Dr.Nilawan Chantapreeda, the
president of the FON KKU’s Alumni Association), the first batch of bachelor program’s alumni (Ms.Chusri
Kuchaiyasit), the first batch of master program’s alumni (Assoc.Prof.Dr.Saowakhon Virasiri), the current
bachelor degree students (Mr.Namchal Baibang), and the current Ph.D. degree students (Mr.Tosapol tongyoi).
The forum was moderated by Mr.Anucha Promkanya, a Ph.D. student. The session results created an opportunity
to learn lessons from the past, admire the present and make dreams come true in the future. In conclusion, the
Foundation received support from 164 donors, amounting to Bh 641,624.30. After balancing expenses, the
remaining amount was Bh 566,664.3, from which Bh 453,463 was presented to the FoN Dean’s office for
education funding and Bh 4,444 to the FON KKU’s Kathin Ceremony. Finally, Bh 113,196 was deposited
for the Foundation’s further activities. Nevertheless, the fundraising continues through the SaiyudNiyomviphat
Foundation account (SCB account 5514523922).

On this momentous occasion, this editorial would like to record another page of the history of the
Foundation’s activities under the establishment after the name of the person who made contributions to
nursing education, Assoc.Prof.Saiyud Niyomviphat. ........ “If yesterday there were not her, on this day,
there would not be us.”

Darunee Jongudomkarn, RN, PhD., Professor
Editor
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