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Sexual risks in deaf adolescents

Patcha Chaisamdaeng M.N.S.*

Abstract

Deaf adolescents are another age that has transitioned from adolescence to adulthood. There are
physical, emotional, social changes in this group similar to normal adolescents. However, deaf adolescents
have delayed language development than normal adolescents. Using sign language as main communication,
sometimes, leading to errors or mistakes in getting information from others and delivering information to
others. There are greater chances among adolescents for having more risk behaviors due to their age of
curiosity and high self-confidence. Influences form friends and the media have a greater effect on behavioral
expression, especially sexual risk behaviors in deaf adolescents, because most of deaf adolescents’ discussion
regarding sexual issues has been taken within their groups. They will imitate various social media, and
reluctant to ask/ talk with their parents or normal adolescents, as talking about sexual issues is embarrassing.
However, information that deaf adolescents learned or discussed might have some misunderstanding.
Most media do not have sign language to describe information. Deaf adolescents might interpret from wrong
to right from the media received, leading to the occurrence of risky sexual behaviors. This review article
presents the issues related to sexual risk behaviors among deaf adolescents in two main topics: sexual
behaviors, and factors related to sexual risk behaviors, to make explicit understanding of factors leading
to sexual risk behaviors. Relevant agencies or healthcare providers can promote and prevent risk sexual
behaviors, which will enable deaf adolescents to express sexual behaviors appropriately.

keyword: adolescents; deaf; sexual risk behaviors
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