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The meanings of prevention of HIV infection
and sexuality transmitted diseases: A qualitative study

of the perspectives of young men who have sex with men (MSM)
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Abstract
This qualitative study explores the perception of HIV infection and sexuality transmitted disease
(STD) preventions among young MSM, aged from 20-24 years. Data was obtained from 24 young MSM

living in a Southern region of Northern, Thailand, and 10 people who were the MSM witnesses, totaling 34
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informants. The qualitative data collection techniques used were observation, in-depth interviews,
story-telling, and field notes. The study was conducted over 1 year and the data were analyzed using method
of content analysis. The research found that their seeking resources were ordered as followings; their peer
group, social media, and health care setting. The participants described their outcome based meanings of HIV
infection and sexuality transmitted disease preventions as followings. Firstly, the theme of the future life
security, which was comprise of assuring safety from diseases, assuring safety from sexual harassment, and
social actualization. Secondly, the theme of being initiating happiness in life, which was comprised of being
able to make a living, an educated person, and a monogamous relationship. The findings suggest perceptions
and health seeking behaviors of HIV infection and SUD preventions among MSM to the sociocultural context

of south region of Northern, Thailand, which can be led to initiate strategic planning for HIV/AIDS and STD

preventions and acknowledges gender diversity.

keywords: Young MSM, Prevention of HIV infection and STDs
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