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The relationships of selected factors and postpartum Volume 41 No.1 (January-March) 2018
depression among postpartum mothers
with hospitalized preterm infants
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to assess the relationships between infant birth weight, length of stay
in the hospital, maternal stress, social support, and postpartum depression at 4-6 weeks postpartum among
62 postpartum mothers with preterm infants admitted to NICU or sick newborn unit at Khon Kaen Hospital,
Mahasarakham Hospital, and Kalasin Hospital. Data were analyzed by Spearman’s rank correlations coefficient,
Pearson’s correlations coefficient and Partial correlations coefficient. The results showed that maternal stress
in married— in relationship group was also statistically correlated with postpartum depression (r = .572,
p<.001). The results indicate that nurses should assess stress and care for maternal stress in order to prevent

the risk factors of postpartum depression in preterm mothers.

keywords: postpartum depression, maternal stress, postpartum mothers, preterm birth, hospitalized infants
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