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Abstract

Tuberculosis (TB) remains one of the most significant threats of public health worldwide,
including in Thailand. This cross-sectional survey research aimed to assess factors related to
tuberculosis preventive behaviors among secondary school students. The PRECEDE Framework
was applied to determine the behavioral factors. The study samples comprised of 313 junior
high school students in Bangkok Metropolitan schools. A self-administered questionnaire was
used to collect data and was analyzed using frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean, and
standard deviation; Chi-Square test and Pearson's product moment correlation Coefficient were
used to test research hypotheses.

The research findings revealed that 47.6% of the sample students were male and 52.4%
were female with the mean age of 14.24 years. Majority of them lived with their parents (56.5%)
and 61.7% gained some knowledge about TB or communicable diseases. They had knowledge
about TB at the low level (76.7%) and had the moderate level of TB prevention behaviors
(50.5%). Factors that significantly associated with TB prevention behaviors were receiving
information about TB or communicable disease (p=0.007), having knowledge of TB (p <0.001),
perceived susceptibility of TB (p <0.001), perceived severity of TB (p <0.001), having enabling
and reinforcing factors to perform TB prevention behaviors (p <0.001). Suggestions from research
findings, schools and public health agencies should develop intervention for enhancing
knowledge, perceived susceptibility and perceived severity of Tuberculosis, should support
adequate TB prevention equipment to meet the needs and provide advice on tuberculosis
prevention in order to promote students to have preventive practice and to prevent the spread

of TB infection.
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