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Abstract

The success of solving dengue fever problem in community remains limited.
Its proper prevention and control may depend on individual’s health literacy in
household. Purpose of this cross-sectional analytical study was to investigate the
association between health literacy and dengue prevention and control behavior
in community. A total of representatively 361 household residents in Lam Plai Mat
District of Buriram Province was randomized by a multi-stage sampling. Health
literacy aspects about dengue fever of including the understanding, the accessing
health information and health service, the communication skill, the decision skill,
the self-management skill and the digital literacy, as well as the outcome of
dengue prevention and control behavior were collected using a structured
questionnaire. The data were computed using a descriptive statistic and logistic
regression analyses.

The study results found that the household residents had the health
literacy aspects regarding dengue fever overall in a high level and its prevention
and control behavior in a proper level about 89.20% and 89.47%, respectively.
All six aspects of health literacy significantly associated with dengue prevention
and control behavior including, the accessing health information and health
service in dengue prevention and control behavior (AOR=7.91; 95%Cl: 3.58-17.48),
the understanding of dengue prevention and control behavior (AOR=5.06; 95%Cl:
2.03-12.56), the communication skill in dengue prevention and control behavior
(AOR=6.01; 95%Cl: 2.13-16.96), the decision skill in dengue prevention and control
behavior (AOR=13.05; 95%Cl: 4.72-36.08), the digital literacy in dengue prevention
and control behavior (AOR=5.60; 95%Cl: 1.93-16.27), and the self-management
skill in dengue prevention and control behavior. (AOR=14.13; 95%Cl: 4.01-49.82).
This study indicates that these aspects of health literacy are an important factor

in dengue prevention and control behavior at the household level.
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