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Abstract

This cross-sectional descriptive research aimed to identify the motivation factors
influencing functional competency of public health officers at Tambon Health Promoting
Hospital in Phetchabun province. A postal mailed questionnaire was employed to collect
data from 128 personnel. The developed questionnaires were verified by three related-
experts. Its reliability was tested and gained Cronbrach’s alpha coefficient of 0.95. The data
were collected from 1 November 2012 - 3 May 2013. Data were analyzed using both
descriptive and inferential statistics. Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient and
stepwise multiple regression were performed for calculating prediction.

The results showed that overall motivation was at high level (mean=3.68,
S.D.=0.33), the motivation factor was at high level (mean =3.82,5.D.= 0.34) whereas the
hygiene factor was at medium level (mean =3.54, S.D.=0.44) and the functional
competency was at high level (mean = 3.77, S.D.= 0.45). The correlation of motivation and
the functional competency of public health officers was moderately positive (r = 0.47, p-
value < 0.001). There were factors that significantly predicted the functional competency of
public health officers, including the advancement factors, work itself, personal life and
achievement. These four factors could predict 32.9 percent of the functional competency
of public health officers. The most commonly problems and obstacles was motivation

factors (32.7 percent) and caring and developing others (26.9 percent).

Keyword: Motivation, Functional competency, Public health officers
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