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Abstract

This quasi-experimental research aimed to study the effect of a family participation
program on the quality of life in terminal cancer patients. Schepp’s family participation
concept (1995) was applied as the conceptual framework for the caring of terminal
cancer patients. The study sample were 44 terminal cancer patients who were treated at
ArokayasalakKhampramong temple, Sakon Nakhon Province. The subjects were collected by
purposive sampling. They were divided into two groups of 22 each, the experimental group
and the control group. They were matched to caregivers by sex, age and their Palliative
Performance Scale level. The control group received routine care, while the experimental
group received routine care as well as the family participation program. The content of the
experimental program in the terminal cancer patients were validated with five experts and
the instruments used to collect the data were the Quality of life Questionnaire and Family
support Questionnaire. Reliability for questionnaires tested by Cronbach’s alpha were 0.90
and 0.96, respectively. The data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The major findings showed that: (1) The quality of life of the terminal cancer patients
in the experimental group after receiving the family participation program care was significantly
higher than before receiving the treatment was at the level of .05 ( X pre=70.91; X post=77.64;
t= 2.23, P < .05). (2) The quality of life of the terminal cancer patients after receiving the
treatment was not significant between the experimental group and the control group

(X treatment=77.64; X control=75.86; t= .41, P > .05).
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