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Cost difference of psychiatric inpatient between
government and state enterprises employees
health welfare and other payment types at
Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry

Sorawut Kasemsuk, M.D.*

Abstract

objective: to study the differences in cost of government and state enterprise employees health
welfare and other payments types.

Materials and methods: Retrospective descriﬁtive study of psychiatric inpatients at Somdet
Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry who were discharged during 1 June 2005 — 31 May 2006.

Results: With a total of 2,120 subjects whose mean age was 37.3 = 12.1 years, with 79.2 % being
diagnosed with F20 - F29 Schizophrenia and schizotypal and delusional disorders and16.8% with F30 - F39
Mood (affective) disorders, of these 72.5% were using universal health coverage, 19.6 % were self-paid and
7.9 % were using government and state enterprise employees health benefits. The mean total cost was
11,463.08 THB/subject with total cost/day of 418.70 THB/day/subject and the drug costing 1,296.67
THB/subject, drug cost/day was 56.33 THB/day/subject, laboratories expenses were 534.07 THB/subject and
roentgen studying costing 229.03 THB/subject. Total length of stay in hospital was 32.38 £ 26.05 days. Costs
of treatment of government and state enterprise employees health welfare was significantly higher than those
patients who pay by themselves or universal health coverage in total cost, total cost/day, drugs’ cost, drug
cost/day, laboratories and roentgen costs. Conversely, the length of stay in hospital for this group of patients
was lower than those who pay for themselves or using universal health coverage with statistical significance.

Conclusions: Government and state enterprise employees using their health benefits had higher costs
of treatment and lower length of stay in hospital than patients who pay for themselves or using universal health

coverage.

Key words: cost of treatment, length of stay, psychiatric inpatient, welfare
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