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The Correlation of Alcohol Use Disorder and Alcohol
Dependence on Clinical Symptom and Dosage of
Antipsychotic Medications in Patients with Schizophrenia
at Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry

Mantana Kittipeerachon, M.D.*

Abstract
Objectives : (1) to study the prevalence of alcohol use disorder and alcohol dependence among

patients with schizophrenia, (2) clinical correlations between alcohol use disorder/alcohol dependence and
clinical symptoms of patients with schizophrenia and (3) dosage of antipsychotic medications adjustment
needed to treat patients with schizophrenia with alcohol use disorder and alcohol dependence.

Materials and Methods : A prospective, cross-sectional study of all patients with schizophrenia
admitted as in-patients at Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry between July 1st, 2007 and October
31st,2007, a total of 300 patients, using (1) questionnaire on general demographic data, (2) questionnaire
on alcohol use habits, (3) CAGE screening test, (4) The Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale.

Results : The study findings are as follows: the prevalence of four-months alcohol use is 37.7%
(113/300), prevalence of alcohol dependence is 10.7%(32/300), gender ratio of alcohol user was 5.6:1,
male to female, average age was 33.36, 39.1% are of reliant status, i.e. single, separated, divorced or
widowed, most are illiterate or with minimal primary education. Patients have alcohol use disorder/alcohol
dependence statistically scored higher than those without these diagnoses on the PANSS, especially on
PANSS negative, general, supplement section, but the dosage of medications use are not found to be
different between the two groups. Those patients with alcohol use disorder/alcohol dependence tend to
use higher dosage of antipsychotic medications than those without these diagnoses.

Conclusion : The prevention of the usage of alcohol may be the benefit the patients with
schizophrenia in the aspect of the severity of psychotic symptoms and the dosage of antipsychotic medications

needed.

Key words : alcohol use, alcohol dependence, schizophrenia

*Third year resident, Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry
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