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Analysis of dementia patients and
misdiagnosis in Memory Clinic
at Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry

Thatsani Kunchanaphongphan, M.D.*

Abstract

Objective: To study clinical differences between dementia and non-dementia patients,
characteristics and Behavioral and Psychological Symptoms of Dementia in differences type of dementia
and clinical outcome after follow up for 6 months of patients in Memory Clinic at Somdet chaopraya
Institute of Psychiatry.

Materials and Methods: This retrospective study was conducted by reviewing the medical
records of patients in Memory Clinic at Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry during June 2005-
January 2008.

Results: One hundred and four patients were included in the study. Majority of them were
female(67.3%). Fifteen patients (14.4%) were diagnosed as non-dementia, mostly were depressive disorder.
Eighty-nine patients were diagnosed as dementia. The main dementia types identified were Alzheimer’s
disease 56.18%, Vascular dementia 16.85%, Mild cognitive impairment 7.87%, Mixed Alzheimer and
Vascular dementia 6.64%, Frontotemporal dementia 6.64% and Dementia with Lewy body 3.37%.
Frontotemporal dementia was characterized by significantly younger mean age than other types of
dementia(p< 0.05). Clinical type-specific Behavioral and Psychological Symptoms of Dementia (BPSD)
were identified. Cases of dementia in Alzheimer’s disease were associated with a high incidence of paranoid
and delusional ideation (66%), Cases of Frontotemporal dementia were associated with a high incidence
of activity disturbances (83.3%) and aggressiveness (66.7%).

Conclusions: Misdiagnosis was found in 14.4% of patients who attended in Memory Clinic.
Most of them were diagnosed as depression. The most commom diagnosis of demented patients was

Alzheimer’s disease (56.18%). There were differences symptoms of BPSD among each type of dementia.

Key Words : dementia, behavioral and psychological symptoms of dementia

*Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry, Department of Mental Health
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Dementia
AD VaD Mixed FTD DLB MCI
91113 BPSD (n=50) (n=13) AD&VaD (n=6) (n=3) (n=7)
@Govan) (Gevaz) =60  (Gowar) (Govay)  (Govay)
(ovay)
1. paranoid and 33(66.0) 5(33.3) 4(66.7) 1(16.7) 3 (100) 0(0)
delusional ideation
2. hallucinations 14 (28.0) 4(26.7) 1(16.7) 2(333)  2(66.7) 0(0)
3. activity 19(38.0) 5(33.3) 3(50.0) 5(83.3) 2(66.7) 0(0)
disturbances
4. aggressiveness 20 (40.0) 6(40.0) 4(66.7) 4(66.7) 1(33.3) 0(0)
5. diurnal thythm 24(48.0) 8(53.3) 3(50.0) 3(50.0) 2(66.7) 0(0)
disturbance
6. affective 3(6.0) 2(13.3) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0)
disturbance
7. anxiety and phobias 1 (2.0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 0(0) 4(42.9)
8. lifiems BPSD  6(12.0)  3(200) 0(0) 0(0) 00) 30250

Yinuvig AD =  Alzheimer's disease, VaD = Vascular dementia, Mixed AD&VaD = Mixed
Alzheimer and Vascular dementia, FTD = Frontotemporal dementia, DLB = Dementia with Lewy bodies,

MCI = Mild cognitive impairment
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