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Abstract
Objective: To review literature on the psychopathology of schizophrenia relating to deprived brain’s
social cognitive function; concept of social cognitive interaction training in schizophrenic patients; and

application in nursing care.

Material and Methods: Literature review on social cognitive function and social interaction in schizophrenic
patients from academic papers, original articles, online journals, and 13 research articles including systematic

review and meta-analysis regrading effectiveness of the Social Cognitive Interaction Training program.

Results: Being afflicted by schizophrenia causes damages in brain function responsible for social function
skills including facial emotional perception, recognition of other’s will and feeling, and attribution of
other’s motivation. Existing studies found that Social Cognitive Interaction Training (SCIT) can increase
facial emotional perception in schizophrenic patients; however, the increased facial emotional perception
does not significantly correlated with theory of mind and attribution ability. This finding might be explained
that the ability to identify and interpret other people’s action relies on brain’s executive function.

Conclusion: To promote rehabilitation of patient’s social cognitive function, nurses should set themselves as
the role model to appropriately perceive and express emotion, show consistency in verbal communication
and nonverbal expression, foster the environment that stimulates social interaction, regularly give feedback to
patients about their interaction skills, and set up activities that promote interpersonal interaction appropriate

to individual patient’s disability and course of illness.

Keywords: brain and neuroscience perspective, schizophrenic patients, social cognitive rehabilitation

*QGraduate student, Faculty of Nursing, Khon Kaen University
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