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CHARACTERISTICS OF PATIENTS
WITH SUICIDE IN PSYCHIATRIC
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT

Supawadee Bunchu*®, Peerada Permkwamsook?,
Winyoo Chanakul**, Pholphat Losatiankij**

Abstract

Objective : To examine characteristics of patients with suicide in psychiatric patients who were

hospitalized in psychiatric intensive care unit (PICU), Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry.

Material and method : 105 samples with suicide were recruited during Jan 1%, 2014 — Jan 1%, 2015.
General data such as age, sex, diagnosis and specific data about suicide such as suicidal idea and suicidal

behaviors were collected. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics.

Results : The majority of study group were patients with schizophrenia. Most of them were single, lower
level of education, age between 20 - 39 year old, alcohol was the most frequent used substance. Most of
suicidal behaviors were derived from psychotic symptoms. Means of suicidal behaviors were using sharp
weapons upon themselves. Management of these patients was combination between medication treatment

and psychoeducation. Average length of stay in PICU were 5.4 days.

Conclusion : Survey of characteristics of patients with suicide was important in term of improving

management system to better psychiatric care.

Keywords : psychiatric intensive care unit, psychiatric patient, suicide

*Registered Nurse, Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry
**Psychiatrists, Somdet Chaopraya Institute of Psychiatry
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