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Reimagining Nursing Education in the Digital Era: Opportunities, Challenges,

and Future Directions

Thidaratana Lertwittayakul Ph.D."

Abstract

The digital transition has profoundly impacted the health system and nursing education in the 21st
century. This article explores the integration of emerging technologies, such as Artificial Intelligence (Al),
Virtual/Augmented Reality (VR/AR), and Virtual Simulation, into nursing education, aiming to produce graduates
with digital competencies and clinical reasoning skills. It emphasizes a paradigm shift towards new teaching
methods (Digital Pedagogy), such as Flipped Classroom, Game-based Learning, and Micro learning, which aligns
with international policies. Several research studies in Thailand have demonstrated the development and
application of these innovations to promote active learning and digital assessment, focusing on "Assessment for
Learning." However, this transformation still faces challenges in reducing the digital skills gap, developing faculty
potential, and balancing technology with the humanistic core and professional ethics. The key conclusion
indicates that technology is a tool to support the design of human-centered leamning experiences. Nursing
instructors must shift their roles to learning designers and facilitators to create a new generation of nurses

equipped with digital skills, clinical competencies, and human compassion.
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