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Selected Factors Associated with Seeking Treatment after
The Onset Acute Stroke Elderly Patients

Pranee Klungman M.N.S.** Jiamjit Saengsuwan PhD***

The purpose of this descriptive research was to study factors associated with treatment seeking behaviors
after the onset of acute stroke among elderly patients. Selected factors were investigated including perceived
severity, symptoms on admission, history of TIA, and familial history of stroke. Samples were 139 male and
female elderly patients with acute stroke who came for treatment at Khon Kaen Hospital. Research instruments
consisted of 1) a demographic data form, 2) a disease detail and length of health care seeking time interview
form, 3) a critical illness assessment form, and 4) a perceived severity of acute stroke form. Statistical analysis
was performed to obtain means, standard deviations and medians.

Results indicated that most elderly with acute stroke (70.5%) came in very late for treatment, which
was more than 3 hours after the symptoms started. Factors associated with treatment seeking behaviors of the

elderly with acute stroke were the location when symptoms started and perceived severity of acute stroke.

Keywords: acute stroke, elderly patients, treatment seeking behavior

*Thesis of Master of Nursing Science, Master of Nursing Science Program in Gerontological Nursing, Graduate School,
Khon Kaen University

**Student of Master of Nursing Science, Master of Nursing Science Program in Gerontological Nursing, Faculty of Nurs-
ing, Khon Kaen University
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