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Community Capacity and Food Security and Food Safety Management Model:
A Case Study in Khuan Ru Sub-district, Rattaphum District, Songkhla Province
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Abstract

This ethnographic research aimed to explore the community capacity and identify a model of food security
and food safety management in Khuan Ru sub-district, Rattaphum district, Songkhla province. Sample consisted
of 36 key informants, purposively selected from four groups of stakeholders including: 1) local administrative
organization, 2) government agencies, 3) local organizations, and 4) public sectors (a group of food learning unit
leaders). Focus group technique and in-depth interview were applied for data collection. Non-participatory
observations were also performed to observe activities in food learning units. Triangulation technique was used.
Data were analyzed using content analysis.

Results revealed that the community capacity was a social capital in terms of structure and learning process
including human capital, natural resources and community facilities, money, and organization/agency/institution in
the community. There was a community-driven mechanism and system that were used to manage food security.
There were various aspects of management including the management of work, human resource, resource base,
local wisdom, and capital management. The community’s management of food safety had system and the
community-driven mechanism of working through health care system in the sub-district. The involved social
capital were the local government agencies, the public sector as well as food chain from downstream, midstream,
and upstream. Therefore, a capacity building of the social capital should be promoted and increased. Efforts should
be made to sustain high quality of food security and food safety management in the community.

Keywords: capacity, model, food security management, food safety management, community
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