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An Action Research to Develop Teaching and Learning Nursing

Theories by Cooperative Learning Strategy Using Jigsaw Technique

Pitsini Mongkhonsiri PhD*

This was the second loop of a classroom action research aiming to develop teaching and learning
nursing theories by cooperative learning strategy using jigsaw technique. The participants were 111
second year student nurses who enrolled in the Academic Year 2014. Research instruments were course
design documents, examination, and the questionnaire about attitude of students toward leaning nursing
theories and the jigsaw technique. Also, their perception about efficiency of group work, their achieving in
learning outcomes assigned to this subject, and their satisfaction to the jigsaw technique course design
were collected. Data was analyzed by using percentage, means, standard deviations, and paired t-test.

Results showed that the participants’ knowledge was significantly increased after the course
(P < .000). They reported significantly improved in attitude toward learning nursing theories and nursing
profession, and the pride in nursing profession, increased in responsibility for self-directed learning, and
realized the code of professional conduct (P < .000). Besides, they also significantly rated high attitude
toward cooperative learning by using the jigsaw technique enthusiastically, were glad to study and share
their assigned nursing theories with friend group, had confidence that they had the potential to plan and
learn systematically, developed the habit of inquiry and seeking knowledge, and appreciated the value of
team work (P < .000). Average scores of the five dimensions of efficient team work in their perceptions
equaled to 4.01 (S.D. 0.69). Their opinions regarding achieving learning outcomes according to the Thai
Qualification Framework (TQF) reached overall point average of 3.74 (S.D. 0.65). Moreover, their
satisfaction of the teaching and learning process met high level equal to 3.78 (S.D = 0.70).

This research presents the suitability and effectiveness of the cooperative learning strategy by
using the jigsaw technique in teaching and learning nursing theories. Not only have they learnt body of
knowledge of nursing theories in nursing profession, but also developed self-directed learning ability,
life-long learning skills, team work and multi-dimension of learning skills toward 21* century education.
Nursing education institutes should expand student-centered learning policies continuously for fully

developing of students’ capability.

Keywords: cooperative learning, jigsaw technique, nursing theories

*Registered Nurse, Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Udonthani
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