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Abstract

o This ethnographic research, which was aimed to study the community healthcare system for terminally
ill patients in the Esaan region, was based on data from 20 terminally ill patients, 20 care giver and 24
related people: neighbors, public health officers, community leaders and volunteers. The data were ana-
lyzed using content analysis and comparative synthesis. The study involved studies on the environment
within the community, data analysis and data synthesis, as follows;

Results revealed that the meaning of being an end-stage patients from the community is different
than that of bio-medical, with factors and conditions being related to the society, culture and way of life.
It was found that there were three meanings of these patients, naming the patients that have chronic ill-
ness, but chose not to receive medications; those that still visit the hospitals; and those that wait for their
death. These meanings reflected four types of terminally ill patients, naming those living with their children
or grandchildren, those living with their relatives, those living with their life partners, and those living alone.
All four types of terminally ill patients relate in a way that they have different caregivers, which reflect that
their responsibilities fall under their families and community. Moreover, it was found that there are six
factors that are also important to taking care of the terminally ill patients, naming having caretakers, good
health, relationship with the community, welfare, and accessibility to benefits and housing are also
important factors to the terminally ill patients. Finally, this research pushed for an organization of the
community healthcare system for terminally ill patients towards the health services, as well as the creation
of suitable environment for terminally ill patients towards the local administrative organization.

The results of the study reflect to the problems and needs of the terminally ill patients and their
families within the community, which would lead to demolition and building health services in order to meet
the changing social context. This may be done through developing the thinking process, the working process,
the tools, performance-oriented professional with cultural sensitivity in order to develop the policies in each

area as well as using to develop guidelines that are conductive to caring the terminally ill patients.
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