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lliness Perception Among Patients Underwent Kidney Transplant
with Diabetes Mellitus Co-Morbid"

Natsabong Yantabud M.N.S.** Nonglak Methakanjanasak PhD ***

Abstract

This qualitative research is a descriptive qualitative study. The purpose was to study illness perception
among kidney transplant patients with diabetes mellitus as a co-morbidity who were admitted at the kidney
transplant clinic in Srinagarind Hospitals, located in Khon Kaen University. The Nineteen participants were
selected applying purposive sampling. The data were collected using Semi-structure in-depth interview
between November 2014to February 2015.

Finding demonstrated that patients underwent kidney transplant perceived “identity” of diabetes
mellitus that could be categorized into 3 types including: 1) the same as general diabetes, 2) “Bor Mee
yang, sue sue” (It's normal, northing’s wrong), and 3) “rok bor pokati” (It's abnormal). The cause of iliness
was perceived either as “it can happen anytime” or “many things contributed to the illness.” Participants
perceived “timeline” of illness as “it will be forever.” The “consequences” of illness were perceived as:
1) “it makes transplanted kidneys fail sooner” and 2) “it leads to other diseases.” Finally, perceptions of
cure and controllability of diabetes were categorized as “incurable” and “controllable” groups.

The results of this study helps medical personnel understand the illness perception in kidney transplant
with diabetes mellitus co-morbid. The information can be used to guide health services provided for this

specific population.

Keywords: lliness perception, Diabetes mellitus, Kidney transplant
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